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MISSION STATEMENT: 
The purpose of the Society shall be to collect and preserve artifacts pertaining to 
the Town of Cumberland and its history, making it available to groups, schools, 
and individuals. 
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MAY THOUGHTS 
 FOR MOTHERS  
“I never knew how much love my heart could hold until someone called me “Mommy’”. ~ Unknown ~ 
“A mother is a not a person to lean upon, but a person to make leaning unnecessary.” ~ Dorothy Canfield ~ 
“If mothers were flowers, you’d be the one I’d pick.” ~ Unknown 
AND FOR VETERANS 
“Who kept the faith and fought the fight, 
The glory is theirs, the duty is ours.” ~ Wallace Bruce~  
 
“They are dead; but they live in each Patriot’s breast,  
And their names are engraved on honor’s bright crest.” ~ Henry Wadsworth Longfellow ~ 
 
APRIL  MEETING 
Thomas Bennett, Prince Memorial Library Director, presented another excellent program with a full house at the Library to 
enjoy it. His detailed report was on how Cumberland took care of those in town who needed a little assistance, and the Town 
Farm located at what is now the Payson estate on Cumberland Foreside. Thanks to Annemarie Dawson for serving as  ”the 
hostess with the mostest” . Thanks to both Thomas and Annemarie. 
REFRESHMENTS FOR THE MAY MEETING: 
Does anyone feel like baking a batch of goodies? Since this is the Scout program, there will be another few boxes 
of Girl Scout cookies available. 
MAY  MEETING: 
On Thursday, May 17
th
 at 7:00 PM, the Cumberland Historical Society will meet at the Historical Society building at 
4A Blanchard Road. The program will be on the history of scouts in Cumberland with Michelle Josephson and John 
Chandler presenting. 
CONDOLENCES TO: 
Jennifer Robbins, and the family of Merrill Payson Robbins, who was the resident at 
the Payson estate on Spear’s Hill, Route 88. Jennifer, along with some other family 
members, brought her mother to visit the Historical Society last year.  
 
APRIL  STUMPER: 
The Town Forest was a project created by which Cumberland resident?   
  
 APRIL  STUMPER ANSWER:  Ernest Rand 
From “Cumberland, Maine in Four Centuries” by Phyllis Sturdivant Sweetser 1975 
Page 184 “ In 1928 an unusual event took place. The town had already established one of the first Town Forests in 
the state.  Ernest Rand ( a Selectman Trustee) wanted to increase the interest in this forest. With the cooperation 
of the class in Agriculture (at Greely Institute) he directed the planting of an acre of young pine and spruce trees on 
the Drowne Farm field adjoining the original forest acreage.  
The Drowne Farm, which came into possession of the Town through the will of Mrs. Elizabeth Drowne in 1907, is 
the only one-hundred-acre plot which remains as originally laid out by the first surveyors of the town. Located on 
Tuttle Road, it was owned for many years by Captain Isaac Sturdivant before Mrs. Drowne, his daughter, gave it to 
the Town. Under her will the benefits derived from the farm were to be used for educational purposes. It was 
appropriate that a Town Forest be planted by students. That first acre of trees established Cumberland as the 
seventh town in Maine to adopt a town Forest.” 
The agriculture course at Greely helped maintain the Town Forest until the mid 1950’s. They were required to do 
pruning, measuring, and checking each year. Many boys in those classes fondly remember Mr. William Farwell as 
their instructor at school in this endeavor. Nowadays, the Town Office sits at the front of the Town Forest, and 
there are hiking trails established in the woods. 
Ernest was also instrumental in the building of Gyger Gym at Greely. He and Herman Sweetser made a study in 
1937 of the Federal Public Works Administration program, with the idea of financing a gymnasium for the school.  
In spite of considerable opposition, they persisted, and were able to continue. PWA Project No. 1097F was 
accepted in 1938 at a special Town Meeting. With the Town having to pay only half the cost, work started in 
October. The name was originally going to be Cumberland Gymnasium, but upon the unexpected death of School 
Superintendent, John Thomas Gyger,  one week before the dedication of the gym, it was decided to rename it in 
his honor. The dedication took place on June 9, 1939. 
MAY  STUMPER: Where are the two King’s Highway markers located in Cumberland? 
 
ACQUISITIONS: 
Three boxes of great Cumberland ‘stuff” from Debbie Knight Dugas, from her grandfather’s ( Cap Bragg) estate 
that has been in storage at her father’s ( Bud Knight ) home. Remember all those great Cumberland photos 
that Cap used to have in the greenhouse shop? Well, a good deal of them now belong to the Cumberland 
Historical Society. There will be more to come when Deb finishes scanning them for the family. 
A box and a bag full of Improved Order of Redmen items donated by Karole Burnell Strattard. These were the 
items that her mother and father (Carlan and Beatrice Burnell) had collected during their times with the 
Redmen and the Pocahontas organizations. A huge amount of history there. Some folks will recall the minstrel 
shows and other fun town activities held in that 1914 building.  The building was also used as a temporary 
school house, then the Town Office. It now houses the Sevee & Maher engineering firm.  
A vintage 1948 Singer sewing machine with the wooden carrying case, several patterns ( including the one for 
her wedding dress), two dresses, and a bag of newspaper clippings from Katrina Rich. The sewing machine was 
a college graduation gift to Katrina from her parents, and upon this dandy little machine, she made her own 
wedding gown.  
DAISY SCOUTS 
Daisy Scouts have been added a few years ago to the Girl Scouts organization, as the Tiger Scouts have been added 
to the Boy Scouts. They are girls of kindergarten and first grade age.  They met on Thursday, May 3
rd
 with Norma 
(Farwell) Seekins, Maryella (Corey ) Rawnsley, and Marion (Corey) Day to talk about growing up in Cumberland in 
the past. The best question of the afternoon: when told by the interviewees that they were not allowed to wear 
jeans to school, one little girl asked, with eyes wide with amazement, “Was it against the law?” All three of the 
women stated that it wasn’t really against the law, but it just wasn’t done. Girls did not wear jeans unless they 
were doing chores, or were playing.  It was kind of the “law according to my mother”. We all know how that 
works!  Happy Mother’s Day on that note. 
GIRL SCOUTS 
The Girl Scouts from Troop 42, to commemorate Girl Scout’s 100
th
 birthday, added to their “Local Lore” program, 
and planted pansies in the garden patch beneath the sign beside the museum, and in a small patch in the side 
garden near the ramp that Eagle Scout Scott Leighton built for us, and near the walkway and granite bench in that 
same area that Eagle Scout Andrew Hunter created from the bricks that he used from the chimney that had to be 
razed from the building. We did dance amongst the raindrops some, but they got the job done, and they did it very 
well. After the weeding and planting session, we all came back into the building, washed up, had some rhubarb 
cake and cocoa, then talked about how Cumberland had grown over the years. They were interested to find out 
what businesses were in the town; ie. E.B. Osgood’s butcher shop on Main Street, the blacksmith shops, the 
various poultry businesses, apple orchards, the dairy farms, the greenhouses, the cabins and the exotic animal zoo 
in West Cumberland, the shoe businesses on Main Street, Miss Frothingham’s millinery shop ( they thought the 
name was a hoot!), and many other aspects of the growth of their town. We had a long and fulfilling day. Here is a 
photo of that day: more will come later when I can find them on my computer! 
 
Checking out 1890 Silas Rideout board of the center of town, showing what the crossroads at Main, Tuttle and 
Blanchard Roads looked like. 
 
GREELY MIDDLE SCHOOL SEVENTH GRADE HUMANITIES CLASS:  
Cumberland Historical Society met with 16 seventh grade students from the Greely Middle School on Friday, May 
11, for a quick walk and a talk about the history of Cumberland along the way. We stopped at the Congregational 
Church  Cemetery, and having been granted permission from the town last week,  did gravestone rubbings  of a 
few selected, sturdy gravestones, and “met” the people interred at each. They were very careful and respectful of 
the cemetery and the stones. We all then went to the museum, had some rhubarb cake (It is growing well this 
year!), and learned some more things about the town there. An hour and a half just wasn’t enough time, but they 
had to return to school to catch their rides home.  
For members who have been away from town for a while, the Middle School was built at the further end of what 
you may remember as Arthur Blanchard’s apple orchard. 
PRINCE MEMORIAL LIBRARY  
Saturday, May 19, 2012   12:00 Noon-2:00 PM 
Come enjoy a cup of tea and some light refreshments with fellow bibliophiles! FPML Board 
members will be on hand to chat with guests and offer an opportunity to learn more about the 
Friends organization and how it serves the library community. For  more information, please 
contact Elizabeth [mailto:etarasevich@princememorial.lib.me.us] 
at the Prince Memorial Library or call me at 829-2215. Everyone is welcome! 
 
PEEKING OVER THE FENCE AT WHAT’S HAPPENING AT THE NEIGHBORS’ PLACES: 
In Yarmouth 
 
In North Yarmouth: 
Hands to Work and Hearts to God”: A History of the Maine Shakers  
Monday, May 21, 6:30 PM, Fellowship Hall, North Yarmouth Congregational Church, intersection of Routes 115 and 231, North 
Yarmouth. A great speaker and a fascinating subject. David L. Richards returns to North Yarmouth Historical Society with a 
colorfully-illustrated overview of the Shaker religious communities in Alfred and Sabbathday Lake from the 1780s to the present. Mr. 
Richards will explain how Shaker beliefs and culture have been expressed through architecture, crafts, and music.  
Historian David L. Richards is the interim director of the Margaret Chase Smith Library in Skowhegan and has served as Curator of 
Collections of the United Society of Shakers in New Gloucester.For more information, please call North Yarmouth Historical Society, 
846-4379. 
 
 
 
In Windham 
.  
 
NOTICE  ABOUT THE MEMORIAL DAY PARADE: 
All, 
The Town of Cumberland is once again hoping to have more of our 
retired and active duty military citizens participate in this year's 
Memorial Day parade. Our town is extremely fortunate to have so many 
military personnel who have done so much for our freedom.  Please 
encourage any military family or friends that are connected with our 
community to march in our parade this year.  We will also have golf 
carts so there should be no excuse for any veteran not to participate. 
I ask you to be more stubborn than they are and encourage them to lead 
the parade to the veteran's monument. 
Please call me with any questions, 
Dan (233-0414) 
 
Daniel R. Small, EFO 
 
Chief of Department/EMA Director 
Cumberland Fire Department 
366 Tuttle Road 
Cumberland, ME  04021 
Office: (207) 829-5421 or (207) 829-2213 
Cellular: (207) 233-0414 
Fax: (207) 829-4256 
There will also be a goodies and coffee table provided for the veterans who participate. It will 
be located behind the E. K. Sweetser School.  
Found this collection on the Internet: 
Great pixs. Hard to believe.  
They were just recently found in an old foot 
locker and were able to be developed. 
 
 Japanese Kawanishi H8K seaplane after  
    strafing Kwajalein 
 
 
 
  
Squad of Rufe's at Bougainville. These things were very nimble even with  
the pontoons. 
 
 
The A6M2-N float plane version of the Zero did very well, suffering only a little damage. 
 
 
 Snow on the 
deck of the  USS Philippine Sea in the North Pacific  1943 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
U.S. munitions ship goes up during the invasion of Sicily. 
Marines disembark LST at Tinian Island. 
  
  
Guam 
 
 
 
Outside Bastogne (Dec 1944) 
 
 
 
 
German 280mm K5 firing 
 
 
 
Deck crew climbing up to get the pilot out. He did. That's a fuel tank his 
foot is on. Empty? 
 
This collection of photos is a tribute to what our Veterans 
have endured: Thank you for your service. 
 
Upcoming programs at Cumberland Historical Society: 
Meetings start at 7:00 PM at the Red Brick Schoolhouse at 4A Blanchard Road unless otherwise noted. 
May 17, 2012 
The History of Scouts in Cumberland 
Michelle Josephson and John Chandler 
May 28, 2012 
MEMORIAL DAY OPEN HOUSE 
(9:00AM -12 noon) 
(before and after the Memorial Day Parade and dedication of the new Veterans’ Monument at Moss Side 
Cemetery. Coffee and goodies to enjoy for free, items to sell, and historical information to disperse. 
Volunteers welcome to join in on all this fun!) 
June 2012 
In the Beginning………… the birth of the Cumberland Historical Society Museum 
 
 
No meetings or newsletter during July and August. 
 
Second notice for slate of officers for 2012-2013. Election will be held at the June meeting 
PRESIDENT: 
Carolyn Small   _________ 
Other   ________________________________________________ 
VICE PRESIDENTS: (vote for two) 
Annemarie Dawson  _________ 
Diana Copp  _________ 
Other   ___________________________________________ 
TREASURER: 
Susan Wall   _________ 
Other   ___________________________________________ 
SECRETARY: 
Pat Larrabee  _________ 
Other   ___________________________________________ 
 
 
